Key vocabulary:
Guitar
Strings
Pattern
Chord
Melody
Resonate
Plectrum
Fret

Rhythm
Upstroke
Downstroke
Pluck

Strum

Playing the acoustic guitar
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Listening:
Songbird — Oasis (Em and G)

You can’t always get what
you want - Glee (G and C)

Shake it off — Taylor Swift
(Am, Em, G and C)
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The science:
Guitars are stringed instruments. Traditional

acoustic guitars have six strings tuned to the notes
E,A. D, G, BandE.

When a string is plucked, this causes the string to
vibrate, which produces sound. This sound enters
the body of the guitar through the sound hole and
resonates.

The pitch of a string can be altered in a number of
ways:

The shorter the string, the higher the note.
The thinner the string, the higher the note.

Chords:

Chords are created when
more than one note is
played at the same time:
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Vocabulary:

Samba - Traditional Brazilian
music.

Surdo —Large drum used in
samba.

Syncopated - Also known as
playing on the ‘off-beats’

Carnival — Festivals involving
music and dancing.

Claves - Two wooden sticks
hit together to produce a
rhythm.

Snare — Loud drum often
used for underpinning other
rhythms.

Osinato —repeated
patterns.

Apito — Whistle used to signall
starting and stopping.

Conductor — The person
who leads the band.

Call and response — A
rhythm that is played and
other players copy.

Samba Drumming

Instruments of Samba

Apito (whistle)  Caixa (snare drum)
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Agogos Claves

Rhythms:
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Walk the big dog
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It's a Saturday; not a Sunday

History of Samba:

The rhythms of Samba, Brazil's
most prominent form of music
and dance, originated in Africa
— likely Angola and became
popular around Rio de Janeiro in
the late-19th century.

While Brazilians dance Samba as
part of their massive Carnival
celebrations, Samba isn't only
music, it's more than just a way of
life; the word “Samba” originally
means: “to pray.”

One of the most exciting
elements of Samba is the
onslaught of percussion
instfruments ensembles bring forth
when they perform.

While every instrument has ifs
own sound and serves its own
particular purpose, the
cumulative effect is meant to so
energize a listener that s/he has
no choice but fo dance.




Vocabulary:

Djembe - A skin covered
hand drum meant to be
played with bare hands.

Dun dun - A larger drum
played with sticks.

Agogo Bells — Bells with two
tomes. Played with a beater.

Shakira - Shaker

Poly-rhythms - When a
number of rhythms are
played at the same time.
Improvise — Making rhythm up
on the spot.

Solo - Playing individually.

Tempo - The speed of the
rhythm.

Syncopation - Rhythm played
on the off-beat.

Call and Response — When
one leader plays a pattern
and others copy.

Ostinato — Repeating pattern.

Diembe

African Drumming

Dun dun

Agogo bells

Shakira

Rhythms:
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Playing the djembe:

Djembes are played with the bare

hands. Different sounds can be
achieved by playing the drum skin
in different places:

When the skin is struck in the centre
using the whole hand, this makes a
‘bass’ sound (a deeper louder
sound).

When the skin is struck along the
edge of the drum using just the
fingers, a higher-pitched sound
can be achieved.

The best overall sound can be
achieved by tilting the djembe
sightly to allow the sound to
resonate.




Vocabulary:

Xylophone - From the Greek
meaning ‘wooden sound’.

Glockenspiel - From the
German  meaning  ‘metal
sound’.

Melody — The ‘tune’ that can
be created by playing one
notfe at a fime.

Beater — The stick used to
strike the instrument.

Chord —= When more than one
note is played at a fime.

Ostinato - A
pattern.

repeating

Notes — The names given to
each note to determine the
pitch.

Keys — the wooden or metal
parts of the instrument, these
are usually printed with the
note names.

Improvisation - Making up @
melody as you go along.

Tuned Percussion

/

The Science:

Xylpohones and glockenspiels are both examples of
tuned percussion instruments. They have keys which
vibrate when hit with a beater. These vibrations cause
the air around them to vibrate and these vibrations
travel through the air to your ear.

The keys on these instruments have note names which
relate to their different pitches.

The larger the note, the lower the pitch.
The smaller the note, the higher the pitch.

Xylophones have keys made of wood, whereas
glockenspiels have keys made of metal. This creates
a different timbre (sound quality).

Holding your beater:

When playing  these
instruments, you must hold
your beater carefully.

Wrap your hand around
the beater.

Do not hold the stick too
tight as this will prevent
the key from vibrating
when you hit it.

wrist  loose.
make your

Keep your
Tensing will
wrist sore.

Listening — music using a
variety of different tuned
percussion instruments.

Attraction - Emmanuel
Séjourné

Six Marimbas - Steve
Reichs

Moonlight Sonata —
Beethoven

‘Opening’ from
Glassworks — Phillip Glass




